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system of the responsibility of the cultivators directly to the officers of Government was not introduced. The Eeports of the period abound in proof that every endeavour to lessen the influence of the Desais, and induce the ryots to place confidence in the new system of administration by bringing them into personal communication with European officers, was made in pursuance of orders from Bombay as well as from the Court of Directors of the East India Company; but so great seems to have been the hold the Desais had obtained in the management of the revenue that it was not till A.D. 1818 that positive orders were given to supersede them, and not till two years after this even that the order was carried into effect. It is probable, however, that after 1817-18, when the system of levying revenue directly from the ryots by means of village accountants was brought into force? the Desais had not been so much contractors for revenue as officers of the State paid by a per-cent age on the revenue; but so thorough was the influence they originally obtained that up to the present day there are few villages in the southern districts of the Collectorate in which the stipendiary (there are no hereditary Patelships recognized there) Patels are not descendants of the old Desais.
By the year A.D. 1821 settlements had come to Le made directly with the ryots on what were termed the Iclmtulandl and hundctbandi tenures. The words are derived from JcJuihi, [" a holding," and hundti, "a holding in the lump/' and landi, a word of Persian origin signifying " a binding or tying together/' and imply that lands included in the holdings were paid for as a whole, whether they were cultivated or waste. In addition to these holdings, which were presumed to be of a quasi-permanent nature, other tenants, called ganvatiii (from ganvat9tc& lease"), held on a non-permanent tenure, and cultivated or threw up land as it suited their convenience. In a few of the less settled villages in the east a plough-tax in lieu of a rent according to area, or an udhar pliala* (a uniform rate per Ityha),' was levie<L The considerations on which the rates of assessment had been fixed were various, the area under cultivation (such area "bointr sometimes roughly measured and sometimes merely estimated) "being the chief one; others were the nature of the soil, roughly